
Identifying Exposition

NAME:_____________________

This is the prologue to The Dragon Kin by Carolani Day, a young adult novel.  This is a short section
intentionally put in by the author to not only spark a reader’s interest, but give enough exposition that the
reader knows what’s going on and finds it intriguing enough to keep reading.  It’s the first thing a reader will
see, so it had better be good, or they won’t want to continue.

In this activity, circle or underline exposition as you find it in the reading, then in the side column identify how
that exposition is given: narrative exposition or indirect exposition (explain when necessary)

Identify exposition in the following prologue: How is the exposition delivered?

Ken glanced over at his superior, trying his best not to let his
excitement show. He’d found her. He’d found her! Just an apprentice
second class, out on his first official assignment, and he’d been the one
to find the most valuable energy source their organization could hope
for. An energy source that seemed to be more and more scarce as the
years went on, especially in America, and that girl had it. The only one
in his lifetime, easily. That had to be worth getting him into first class
apprenticeship, which was just a step away from Novice Adept.

“Stop gripping the steering wheel so tightly,” Adept Hodges said. Ken
thought he might be amused, but a quick look at his face showed
otherwise. “You’ll leave dents.”

Ken gave out a small chuckle, as he was supposed to, and forced his
fingers to loosen slightly. “When will you call in the others?”

“When I am sure she is the one. Here, they’re finally pulling over. What
is this? A lake?”

“Yes, Sir. It’s a popular lake amongst the teenagers, and she’s come
here before. It’s called Pine Cove Lake.”

“I don’t care what it’s called. Who’s with her?”

“Her best friend. Friends since elementary school.”

“Pfft. Friends…” Hodges stared at the two girls as they got out of their
car and went to set up their blankets on the lake shore. “Well, if you’re
right they won’t be friends for much longer. They’re getting complacent,
stupid even, to let her stay here for so long. I’m astonished we didn’t
find her sooner.”

Adept Hodges turned slitted eyes on Ken. “And why is that, Apprentice
Moore?”

Ken felt his skin go cold, even as a hot spike of adrenaline lanced



through his spine. His suddenly sweaty hands squeaked on the
steering wheel as he gripped it even though they were parked.

“Uh, Sir, I just got here three months ago, and it’s a wide, very wide,
territory. I o-only got to this school a few weeks ago, but I could feel it,
so I set up a marker at the schools until it pinged. When I figured out
who it was, I did the required background and family checks, then
contacted you straight-away.”

Hodges eyes narrowed even more. “I see.” He returned to looking at
the girls, one of which was now putting on sunscreen. “And your
supervisor? Did he never circuit the schools?”

Ken knew what it would mean to tell Hodges who had failed, for years,
to identify the girl, but it wasn’t as if it wasn’t deserved. Hodges would
be able to find out on his own anyway.

“Adept Richardson, and I’m not sure, Sir. I do know he’s been here for
over ten years and that Apprentice Connor was here before me for at
least two years.”

“At least…” Hodges tapped his knee absently and Ken was sure
Richardson, Connor and every other apprentice under Richardson
who’d been here before him would be repudiated if he was right, and
he knew he was right. It was that girl, he was sure of it.

“Get out, it’s time to test her. All we have to do is get her in the water.”

“And if she’s the one?” Ken asked, scrambling out of the car in his
excitement.

“Then we’ll call in the others, take her, and kill whoever else is with
her.”

Ken looked over at the two girls as one hugged the other.

Answer the following questions:

1. How was most of the exposition delivered, narrative or indirect?

2. How do you feel the author did with inserting the exposition within the scene in terms of making it interesting
while being informative?

3. What can you take away from this activity for your own writing?


